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Lingual Wisdom of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu :

An Analysis of Concept on
Transcendental Language in “Human Language and
Dharma Language”
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ABTRACT

Religious language is abstract language with subtle meanings. However, it
has also very ambiguous meanings. Therefore, it seems to be opened for different
interpretations and meaning constructions. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu believes that the
interpretation of religious words or language relies closely on the different levels of
experiences and conceptions of the religion of Buddhists. To achieve the coherence
between the religious words and their interpretation, which are also based on the
core of Buddhism, Buddhadasa Bhikkhu presents the concept “ Human Language,
Dharma Language” (Bhasa Khon Bhasa Dharma) to classify the religious language
into two levels. The first one is Human language which focuses on secularity or
objects. The second one is Dharma language which focuses on dharma of which
nothing is inherently secular. His presentation of this concept “Human Language,
Dharma Language” (Bhasa Khon Bhasa Dharma) is considered as an important
tactic to explain the teaching of Buddhism. It gives new points of view among
Thais and allows them to understand the teaching of Buddhism more easily.
Therefore, the above concept of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu shows his lingual wisdom as
well as his propagating of Buddhism, obviously.

Keywords: Lingual Wisdom, Human Language, Dharma Language.
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